BSA Troop 312 – Mid-Carolina Gun Club Camping Report
A couple of weeks ago, on the weekend of March 20-22, 2015, we held the 8th Annual BSA Troop 312 - Gun Club Campout at the Mid-Carolina Gun Club.  Weather and attendance were great, and a total of 33 Scouts and 21 Adults/Leaders/Others attended.  Following is the write-up (group photo attached - additional photos will be posted to our website soon):

On Friday evening, March 20th, the Troop met at SSSJ and loaded up for the Gun Club Campout with plans to leave for the Mid-Carolina Gun Club (MCGC) around 6:00.  Mr. Bebber led the Troop down to MCGC and everyone arrived around 6:45PM.  After tents and hammocks were set up, the Scouts played field games while the adults hung out at the pavilion.  After dark, the skeet field lights were turned on, and the boys played while the adults met under the pavilion and made plans for Saturday's shooting.  Cracker barrel was organized, and most of the snacks disappeared in short order.  A few more games were played, then the field lights were turned off around 10PM.  Some of the adults stayed to talk at the pavilion, while most of the Scouts and some of the adults headed to their tents and hammocks.  After all the games were played and all the talking was done, most everyone was in bed by 11PM or so.

On Saturday morning, March 21st, a 7:30 AM breakfast was prepared by Mrs. Hunton and the Assistant Scoutmasters - once again, Mr. Fletcher and the big  griddle made the difference in getting pancakes done in short order.  The boys and adults enjoyed scrambled eggs, sausage, and pancakes - strawberries, sliced bananas, and whipped topping made the pancakes even better.

We started the shooting rotations around 8:30 - a little earlier this year so we could get everything done in time for lunch.  On the Rifle Range this year, Richard Hunton III and crew ran a safe and efficient .22 rifle competition.  All shooting was done from a distance of 50 yards using the benchrests and sandbags - good scores resulted, even at this distance.  Mr. Clamp and Mr. Ostergaard did a great job of running the Archery Range and combined bullseye targets with the styrofoam animal targets for scoring.  The Shotgun Range was managed by Mr. Bebber and Mr. Fletcher with plenty of help from the other adults.  All of the shooting was completed around 12PM or so, and a hearty BBQ lunch (w/baked beans, cole slaw, chips, and brownies) prepared us well for the service project to follow.  

For our Scout Service Project this year, we conducted a trash sweep of both sides of Kennerly Road adjacent to gun club property.  After about 1.5 hours of work, we had cleaned a huge section of this road, and we then returned to camp after taking a group photo of the Scouts and all the trash collected.  Once we returned from the service project, the Scouts were able to shoot additional rounds of trap.  We took a break from shooting to eat Supper (Chicken Alfredo, Garlic Toast, Green Beans, Sliced Peaches, and Tossed Salad), then resumed shooting shortly thereafter to allow all the boys to shoot additional trap rounds if they wanted to do so.  We shot trap into the evening, and finished up the last round right at the cutoff time of 10PM.  There were lots of "dust" calls, and everyone especially enjoyed shooting under the trap field lights.  Dave and Bev Mowry were both on hand to pass along some expert Trap Shooting tips.  Banana Pudding and Black Forest Cake were then served to cap off a full day of shooting and service to the community.

On Sunday morning, March 22nd, breakfast included grits, biscuits, sausage (from the big grill), gravy, and Mr. Stan Lee's pastries. After breakfast, the Scouts proceeded to clean and pack up our gear - tents and hammocks were taken down and stowed, the grounds were walked to collect trash, the pavilion was blown clean, and the bathroom and kitchen were both blown/swept and mopped.  A Flag Retirement ceremony was then conducted by the senior Scout leaders, then the Scout's Own Service was held.  After "Thorns and Roses", everyone then headed back to the pavilion for the shooting awards.  Prior to announcing the awards, a Lost and Found singing session was  enjoyed by all members of the Troop.  Lots of caps, pins, stickers, key chains, coffee mugs, a backpack, posters, koozies, and gift certificates (all donated by our sponsors) were awarded to the various Scout winners, and no one left without a prize.  Final cleanup was conducted, a group photo was taken (photos will be provided to Mr. McGregor for posting on our website - http://www.bsatroop312.com), and the Troop departed for SSSJ a few minutes ahead of schedule.

We're very grateful for the corporate sponsors who donated awards for the winners this year - they all receive a big "THANK YOU" for their generous support of this year's Troop 312 Gun Club Campout, and for their ongoing support of shooting sports around the globe (and support of LE/MIL efforts by several sponsors).  As a result of the rifle, shotgun, and archery shooting competitions, all of the Scouts were awarded something nice from one or more of these donors to remember the campout by, and our Scouts will hopefully be encouraged by the generosity of these donors to continue their participation in the shooting sports in the future.  The companies who helped us this year were:

Crosman (Airgun, Airsoft, and Optics Manufacturer) - http://www.crosman.com/
ELEY (Smallbore Ammunition Manufacturer for Target Shooting, NCAA Competition, Olympic Competition, etc.) - http://www.eley.co.uk/en/
Henry Repeating Arms (Manufacturer of Smallbore and Centerfire Lever Action Rifles) - http://www.henryrifles.com
Hornady (Manufacturer of Bullets, Ammunition, Reloading Supplies, Muzzleloading Supplies, and Security Products) - http://www.hornady.com/
Hoyt Archery (Manufacturer of Compound and Recurve Bows and Accessories) - http://www.hoyt.com/
Matthews Archery (Manufacturer of Bows and Archery Accessories) - http://mathewsinc.com/
Midlands Technical College (SC Technical College) (Koozies from Mr. Greg Lee) - http://www.midlandstech.edu/
National Rifle Association (Supporter of Marksmanship Programs and the 2nd Amendment) - http://home.nra.org/
Nightforce Optics (LE/MIL and Competition/Sporting Riflescope Manufacturer) - http://nightforceoptics.com/
Sierra Bullets (Manufacturer of Bullets, Reloading Supplies, and Ballistic Software) - http://www.sierrabullets.com/
Sportsman's Warehouse (Sporting Goods Retailer) - http://www.sportsmanswarehouse.com/
Stag Arms (AR-15 Manufacturer) - http://www.stagarms.com/
Tactical Tailor (Law Enforcement and Military Tactical Equipment Manufacturer) - http://www.tacticaltailor.com/
Following are the winners in the various shooting categories:
Overall (Combination of Rifle, Shotgun, and Archery Scores)
1st - Rob Lee

2nd - Colin Fletcher

3rd - Logan Reese

4th - Kirk Allgeyer

5th - David Rush

6th - Bryan Jehlen

7th - Ian Bates-Shurett

8th - Aden Johnson

9th - Sam Corley

10th - Jacob Cathcart

Overall - New boys (Combination of Rifle, Shotgun, and Archery Scores)
1st - Logan Reese

2nd - Kirk Allgeyer

3rd - Jack Ostergaard

4th - Isaiah Allgeyer

5th - Tyler Reese

6th - Jacob Todd

7th - Bruce Harter

8th - Sean Ellsworth

9th - William Ostergaard

10th - Cole Tucker

Rifle - overall
1st - Jacob Cathcart

2nd - Ian Bates-Shurett

3rd - Rob Lee

4th - David Rush

5th - Aden Johnson

6th - Colin Fletcher

7th - Mary Helen Hunton

8th - Logan Reese

9th - Robby Kuenzli

10th - Jake Harrison

Shotgun - overall
1st - Colin Fletcher

2nd - Austin Cathcart/Bryan Jehlen - tie

3rd - Rob Lee

4th - Kirk Allgeyer/Jacob Cathcart/Logan Reese - tie

5th - Daniel Lyon/David Rush - tie

6th - Guytano Mancine

7th - Ian Bates-Shurett/Aurhur Bettles - tie

8th - Robby Kuenzli/Ryan Greene

9th - Isaiah Allgeyer/Tyler Carricato/Sean Ellsworth/Parker Horton/Jacob Todd - tie

10th - Gavin Franklin/Jacob Todd - tie

Archery - overall
1st - Rob Lee

2nd - Logan Reese

3rd - Kirk Allgeyer

4th - Colin Fletcher

5th - Bryan Jehlen

6th - Matthew Vinson

7th - Jacob Todd

8th - Ryan Greene

9th - David Rush

10th - Sam Corley

Congratulations to all of the winners, and thanks to all of the participants for following the safety guidelines during this event - everyone did a great job, and I look forward to seeing all of you again next year.

Thanks to all of the adult leaders who helped on the ranges - we couldn't have done this without you - your participation was vital to the safe and efficient operations of this weekend's campout!  Special thanks to Dave and Bev Mowry for giving us all good shotgun shooting pointers Saturday evening.  Thanks also to all of the leaders who helped out in the kitchen - this really helped spread the workload and get our meals out quickly.  Special thanks to Mrs. Hunton for preparing our meals, Mr. Stan Lee who provided us some great pastries for Sunday morning, and Mr. Fletcher who brought his big griddle and cooked pancakes and sausage for us.  Also, a big thanks to our SPL, Robby Kuenzli, for keeping things running smoothly all weekend long - your leadership was noticed and appreciated!  Finally, thanks to all of the good folks at the Mid-Carolina Gun Club (MCGC) for allowing us to use the excellent facilities at the club for yet another year of camping and shooting sports competition - we appreciate all of you and the club's efforts to support youth shooting events.

Below are lists of the Scouts and adults who participated this weekend (please advise if corrections need to be made to the lists):

Scouts (Credit for 2 nights camping)
Robby Kuenzli - SPL

Isaiah Allgeyer

Kirk Allgeyer

Ian Bates-Shurett

Arthur Bettles

Tyler Carricato

Austin Cathcart

Jacob Cathcart

Sam Corley

RJ Dorn

Sean Ellsworth

Colin Fletcher

Gavin Franklin

Ryan Greene

Jake Harrison

Bryce Harter

Parker Horton

Bryan Jehlen

Aden Johnson

Rob Lee

Dale Lyon

Daniel Lyon

Guytano Mancine

Jack Ostergaard

William Ostergaard

Tommy Pinckney

Logan Reese

Tyler Reese

David Rush

Ben Tidwell

Jacob Todd

Cole Tucker

Mathew Vinson

Adults/Others (Credit for 2 nights camping)
Greg Lee – SM

Tony Bebber

Tim Bettles

Travis Carricato (Sat/Sun)

Chris Cathcart

Neal Clamp

John Fletcher

Don Franklin

Cindy Hunton

Katherine Hunton

Mary Helen Hunton

Richard Hunton, Jr.

Richard Hunton, III

Stan Lee

Bev Mowry (MCGC)

Dave Mowry (MCGC)

Don Ostergaard

Jared Shelton (Sat. only)

Bruce Todd

Larry Tucker

Mark Vinson

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Hunton, Jr.

Assistant Scoutmaster

BSA Troop 312

Irmo, SC

